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3 PUTTING THE ¢ _JA. ‘RiGHT

Reagdan'’s Plang -

- ForIntelligence

JEFF STEIN

N extraordinary reorganization of U.S. intelli-
gence is in the works if Ronald Reagan is elected
President next November. The Reagan blueprint
‘_ELwas drawn up by a special intelligence subcom-
mittee of the Republican National Committee in August

1979, but heretofore Seems to. have escaped detailed ‘atten-

‘tion from the press.

- The twelve-page plan; authored-_by a group of fonher '

Central Intelliggnce Agency officials and military men under
“the direction of Richard Allen, the Republican candidate’s
' chief foreign policy adviser, appears designed to demote the
role of the C.I.A. in Strategic intelligence analysis in favor

‘“The need for a.comprehensijve intelligénce charter,”’ the
policy paper concludes, “‘geared not only to present: realj.
ties, but also to our future national security requirements,

“dictates that we 80 back to the drawing board and siart L
. :anew.”’ - R »

Some of the AHen-Réagan proposals, such as the notion
\* . - .

of reducing ‘Congressional oVersight of the iritelligencé com-

' munity to one joint House-Senate committee, paralle} - -

Carter Administration proposals. And the Republicans’

contentions that there is “‘confusion and uncertainty about

the reliability of the intelligence community’s products’ and
that there is an “‘overall loss of public confidence, at ali
levels, in the intelligence community”’ seem reasonable, But
other Reagan proposals reflect the stab-in-the-back mental-

ity of the right wing that has gained momentum in the past )

tWo years, notably that the Church Committee findings and
Carter-era efforts at reform were “‘drawn up by a small

group of people who seem more bent on an old anti-C.1.A_- ‘
crusade than in Creating an effective intelligence commu-

nity.” Or as retired C.L A. official Osborne Day, one of the
eight members of Allen’s intelligence team, told me with
disgust in an interview: *“Frank Church—when you talk to
Frank Church, you might as well be talking directly to the
K.G.B. -‘And you can quote me on that.”

plan:

C.I.LA.-F.B.1. ﬁle-keeping on “counter-im_elligence and
counter-terrorism” in a special section to be created in the
Justice Department or in Some new independent agency.
‘“‘Here,” the policy paper Proposes, ‘‘joint teams of officers
from both the domestic ang foreign intelligence services
would lawfully look at the same data.” ' o

Jeff Stein is Washirgron editor of The Progressive. |

--every Federal agency, “‘required to furnish . . | fy)) creden-

Herewith the highlights of the Reagan 'inteiljge-rxce-refonn

- § Domestic spying. The plans call for creation of joint -

’ - create the. special joint intelligenc
- there, it will a]] be downhil], .-
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§ Cheg\[)on the C.lLA. Right-wingers have alwayy be{
suspicious of “fiberal bias* among C.1.A. analystd wil
count Russian’ missiles. To correct that, Allen’s tear py{
posed strengthening the roje of the Defense Intelligen
Agency as a source of “alternative analysis,” as
bringing back the “wise old men”
gence Advisory Board or a similar organization to f rthe
' checkmate the C.LLA. ) I .

§ More covert action, *Tpe clandestine “services |pa
‘been of inestimable value to our national security,”” it i
tended. ““They have performed Some of the most impg
of C.LA.s unique functions, and they should be stre; gth!

-ened.”” To accomplish this, Reagan would create a ¢om
bined information-couection and counterin
to be known . as the ““Foreign Operations Service,”” which
would be *“wholly clandestine, > L T

§ Mobilize the entire governmen; Jor intelligence,
~new Foreign Operations Service would have at jts disp

paper st'at_es. There has been *‘grotesque abuse,”

indjviduals to  stonewall investigators while tying’ Ip *
bureaucrats’ valuable time answerj

companies immum‘ty“‘,‘ip connection with any lawsuin

directed against them for'permitting intelligence officers

“use their activities a5 ‘cover.’ *’. One might suppose ° his

‘would obtain for breaking and entering on a “legitima e”
national security mission as well, . .

§ Intelligence czar. The Reagan team would

- the position of the President’s *tchj

In short, it -appears that on Reagan Aand Corhjp‘any S
¢ 3 ’
“drawing board*’ are a number of Rew wings and annex

. to the present intelligence structure—not to mention sor

-SEcret passageways, to-which only the master of the hous

need the cooperation o
_ - But then the Reagan t

wouldn’t stake thejr Teorganization plan op the whims o

- the present Congressional committee systems. They want ¢

¢ committee firss, From
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